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TAGS: UN, AU 

SUBJ: UN CENTER ON MULTINATIONAL CORPORATIONS 

REF : STATE 6805 

1. EMBOFF DISCUSSED SUBSTANCE OF REFTEL THIS MORNING WITH 
AMBASSADOR WALTHER BACKES, CHIEF OF FOREIGN OFFICE ECONOMIC 
SECTION DEALING WITH UN AND OECD MATTERS. WE STRESSED THAT 
OUR OBJECTION TO CHILEAN CANDIDATE SOMA VIA BASED WHOLLY ON 
HIS DEMONSTRATED LACK OF OBJECTIVITY ON MNCS, RATHER THAN 
ANY PAST CONNECTIONS WIHH FORMER CHILEAN REGIME. E ALSO 
EMPHASIZED USG BELIEF THAT THERE SHOULD BE ADDITIONAL 
CANDIDATES FOR SUBJECT JOB AND LEFT WITH BACKES NAMES 
MENTIONED PARA 3 REFTEL. 

2. BACKES, WHO IS NEW IN HIS PRESENT POSITION, WAS 
UNINFORMED ON MATTER. HE INDICATED THAT HE WOULD PROMPTLY 
GET IN TOUCH WITH AUSTRIAN UN MISSION IN NEW YORK. HE 
BELIEVED SECRETARY GENERAL WALDHEIM WOULD INSIST ON MORE THAN 
ONE CANDIDATE FOR ANY SUCH POSITION. HE HAD NO COMMENT ON 
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WOULD HAVE ANYONE IN MIND FOR THE POSITION. 

3. EMBASSY COMMENT: EMBASSY HAS POSSIBLE CANDIDATED IN MIND: 
WOLFGANG SCHMITZ, A FORMER AUSTRIAN FINACE MINISTER AND 
PRESIDENT OF THE AUSTRIAN NATIONAL BANK (AMB) UNTIL TWO 
YEARS AGO. SCHMITZ IS WELL KNOWN IN INTERNATIONAL MONETARY 
CIRCLES, HAS MANY FRIENDS IN THE U.S., STUDIED IN THE U.S., 

AND HAS EXCELLENT COMMAND OF ENGLISH. HE IS THOROUGHLY WESTERN 
IN HIS ORIENTATION AND DECIDEDLY PRO-AMERICAN. SINCE HIS TERM 
AS PRESIDENT OF THE ANB EXPIRED, SCHMITZ HAS SERVED AS 
ADVISOR TO AUSTRIAN CHANBER OF COMMERCE FOR INTERNATIONAL 
MONETARY AFFAIRS. HE HAS BEEN MUCH IN DEMAND TO CHAIR OR 
APPEAR AT HIGH-POWERED INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC GATHERINGS 
BOTH IN EUROPE AND THE U.S. SUCHAS THE ALPBACH FORUM. SCHMITZ 
IS WELL KNOWN TO THE EMBASSY. HE IS 52 AND STRIKES US AS A 
SERIOUS, HARD WORKING PROFESSIONAL. IF DEPARTMENT DESIRES, 
EMBASSY WOULD BE HAPPY TO BROACH MATTER WITH GOA AND SCHMITZ 
HIMSELF. HUMES 
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